Immune adherence revisited: novel players in an old game.
Erythrocytes bind immune complexes (ICs) composed of antibodies binding their respective antigen (e.g., bacteria, parasites, viruses, or autoantigen) plus complement proteins via complement receptors [immune adherence (IA)]. In vivo studies have shown that erythrocytes act as an inert shuttle, targeting ICs to fixed macrophages in liver and spleen. Here we outline established and emerging implications of IA in health and disease.